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The BLUEMED Initiative fosters

integration of knowledge and efforts

of EU member states of the

Mediterranean Basin to jointly

create new ‘blue’ jobs and a

sustainable industrial growth in the

marine and maritime sectors of the

area.
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Blue Jobs
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Food and Water
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One strategy – Four 

pillars
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The state of local 

implementation of 

environmental policies 

and legislation, and level 

of similarity to EU 

environmental policies 

(e.g. Water Framework 

Directive, Marine 

Strategy Framework 

Directive, Maritime 

Spatial Planning) 

EU coastal and marine Policy and Law



The Western Mediterranean Forum (5+5 Dialogue) is an

informal political dialogue that brings together ten Western

Mediterranean countries: Algeria, France, Italy, Libya,

Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Portugal, Spain and Tunisia. Its

aim is to reinforce and enrich the political, economic and

cultural dialogue between the two shores of the

Mediterranean.

Dialogue 5+5



 1st Meeting: Rabat, 19-20 September 2013

 2nd meeting: Madrid, 23-24 March 2015

 3rd meeting: Tunis, 30-31 March 2017



Tunis Declaration, 31 March 2017



Science and Diplomacy

 Informing foreign policy objectives 

with scientific advise (Science in 

Diplomacy)

 Facilitating international science 

cooperation (Diplomacy for Science)

 Use science cooperation to improve 

international relations between 

countries (Science for Diplomacy)



As a Transnational initiative, the “raison d'être” of the 

Dialogue 5+5 is to ensure closer cooperation between 

the five EU Member States and the five Arab Maghreb 

Countries through political dialogue and cooperation and 

by encouraging more effective resource management as a 

means of strengthening interdependence and regional 

development.

To stimulate growth and employment, the Dialogue 5+5 

Countries should deploy more efforts to promote 

entrepreneurship, a powerful engine of shared 

prosperity. In fact, the creation and growth of enterprises 

promotes employment and development of new skills, 

reinforces innovation and increases market potentials.



Many Countries are engaged in processes of reforming their 

political, economic and social systems to stimulate 

investment, to encourage initiative and to foster strong 

economic partnerships that are essential throughout the 

Western Mediterranean region. Dialogue 5+5 Countries need 

to revitalize their economies to promote smart, sustainable 

and inclusive growth for the purpose of developing 

disadvantaged regions and enhancing job creation in line 

with international labour standards. 

Research, innovation and higher education play a key role 

in job creation. There is a need for solid framework of 

cooperation and conducive synergies among the ten 

Countries. Confronted with several challenges, the Dialogue 

5+5 Countries are invited to deepen their partnership to 

further stimulate economic growth and social stability.



Aiming at fostering:

 the synergies between higher education, research and

innovation programmes in the Western Mediterranean

Area;

 the role that higher education, research and innovation in

growth improvement and job creation of the Western

Mediterranean Area.



The identification of specific instrumental action lines



Actions for networking: 

A1: Setting-up of an instrument for 

networking

A2: Strengthening the potential of the 

Dialogue 5+5 Member Countries to 

compete for available funding 

mechanisms (H2020 and other funding 

instruments)



Actions for research and innovation

A3: Entrepreneurship

A4: Access to infrastructures

A5: Technology transfer

A6: Program for Improving Intellectual 

Property Management Capacity in 

Dialogue 5+5 Member Countries

A7. Development and implementation of 

open innovation and smart specialization 

strategies in the Dialogue 5+5 Member 

Countries

A8. Strengthening the institutional 

capacity of research structure



Actions for Higher Education

A9: Creation of a Network of Higher 

Education Institutions within the Dialogue 

5+5

A10. Quality assurance and accreditation

A11. Governance

A12. Fostering mobility and joint research 

programmes

A13. Building capacities and developing 

skills on blue economy



OGS represents Italy in the Western 

Mediterranean Forum (Euro Mediterranean 

Dialogue 5+5) 

A sub-regional forum for dialogue between 

Western Mediterranean countries and a ‘space’
for research and innovation to promote 

cooperation in science, technology and higher 

education. 

The Maghreb countries involved are Algeria, 

Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia, and the 

European nations are France, Italy, Malta, 

Portugal and Spain.. 
Western Mediterranean Forum 

(Dialogue 5 +5), Rabat, 27-28 

February 2014.

Western Mediterranean Forum 

(Dialogue 5 +5),Barcelona, 28-

29 January 2015;







“Italy will contribute to the program with training 
schools on Blue Growth (organized by the National 
Institute of Oceanography and Experimental 
Geophysics - OGS - Trieste)” Minister Giannini 



Sustainable Blue Growth 

Initiative for the 

Mediterranean Region



Blue Growth = Value + Jobs + Sustainability 
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di Oceanografia e di Geofisica Sperimentale
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 A platform for the development of 

skills and the valorisation of 

scientific knowledge in the field of 

Blue Economy for the benefit of 

Mediterranean countries; 

 A contribution of Italy to the 

Western Mediterranean Dialogue 

(Dialogue 5+5).



Curriculum development based 

on the occupational needs

Job dissatisfaction despite low 

occupation opportunities is an 

indicator to fair job matching.

Creation of new job profiles 

that can be bankable. 
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 OGS Initiative on Blue Growth is highly recommended 

by the Dialogue 5+5 member countries. 

 Coordinated by Italy (OGS) to support research, 

higher education, innovation and international 

mobility for sustainable growth in the marine and 

maritime sectors with the objective to promote jobs’

creation and the increase of products and services 

in the blue economy.
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The green part of the blue
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Water is life… but water is also death
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Planned activities

 1) Summer School in Trieste (Summer School on 

Sustainable Blue Growth)

This is an advanced training initiative, organized

in Trieste with annual recurrence, with regard to

the blue economy, addressed to researchers,

innovators, scientists, and managers of

institutions, universities and research centres of

the Mediterranean and Black Sea countries:

Albania, Algeria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria,

Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Jordan, Greece,

Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Macedonia, Malta,

Morocco, Mauritania, Montenegro, Palestine,

Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain,

Tunisia, Turkey and Ukraine.
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Trieste, 14-18 July 2014
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Topics
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Trieste, 20-24 July 2015 

Istituto Nazionale 

di Oceanografia e di Geofisica Sperimentale



Istituto Nazionale 

di Oceanografia e di Geofisica Sperimentale



Trieste, 4-8 July 2016 
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Topics

 Fostering innovation in the Blue Economy: creating value 

from innovation 

 Climate change, governance and adaptation

 From observing systems to products and services for 

science and society: marine knowledge from observation 

and collection of marine and coastal data to information, 

products and services for intermediate and end-users 

 Future of offshore hydrocarbon exploration 

 New threats for the marine environment: microplastics, 

munitions in the sea, oil spills hazards, etc.   
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Trieste, 10-19 July 2017 
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Advanced Summer School in 
Sustainable Blue Growth: enhancing 

capacities and developing skills in 
the marine and maritime sectors

4Ms: 

Marine, Maritime and Migration in the Mediterranean

Istituto Nazionale 

di Oceanografia e di Geofisica Sperimentale



2) International Workshop Series

The workshops are sharing platforms of scientific and 

technological knowledge including also industrial know-

how addressed to researchers, scientists and specialists in 

research and development, production and control of 

environmental quality and specific topics as safety and 

security at the sea, etc.
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3) Master's Degree

Increase the professional skills and the quality of research in the 

marine and maritime sectors, thus contributing to the creation of 

new professional profiles and more chances for job opportunities;

Increase the provision of training to expand the current 

economic development and growth, with particular attention to 

the activities and aspects related to the importance of the sea 

(including security and safety at sea);

Promoting those activities that are eventually leading to share 

the results of research and dissemination of scientific knowledge;

Expose students to cross cutting issues such as financing tools 

and management of projects in the field of blue growth;

Introducing innovative themes such as science diplomacy, to 

facilitate dialogue between countries and facilitate mobility and 

access to research infrastructures.
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Structure of the Master

It is a part-time program lasting 12 

months (including a series of short courses 

spread over the duration of the Master). 

This teaching method may go well with the 

work requirement, and is focused on three 

pillars: capacity building, skills 

development and science diplomacy. 

Lectures are planned and will be 

enriched with materials available on the 

online platform, and visits to leading 

companies, such as the blue technological 

innovation. 

The master will end with the 

preparation of a work project after an 

internship at a company.
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4) International Mobility and Scientific

Networking
Exchange programs of researchers in the international arena, 

especially in the Mediterranean region and the Black Sea.
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 Give visibility and promote the 

development of business ideas 

that can be generated from the 

world of research

 Promote highly innovative value 

to support the creation of start-

up and / or spin-off focused on 

Blue Growth sector also on 

activities that include land-sea 

interaction.

5) Support activities to business 

development and creation of start-ups 

or/and spin-off
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6) Dissemination activities (public 

outreach) and museum

Series of conferences with on-demand topics.

Sensitizing public opinion on Plastic Waste (macro and micro)
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Dissemination and public outreach



7) Access to research 

infrastructures

Among many infrastructure managed by OGS, the 

most suitable for this project are those related to 

the marine environment. OGS has a research vessel 

(OGS Explora) and a small transport vessel for 

water sampling (Patrol vessel 500 class).  OGS can 

provide a broad spectrum of technological 

equipment for the marine environmental survey, 

both under the seabed or on the water column. 

OGS has in fact the equipment to carry out the 

mapping of the seabed, the geophysics 

acquisitions, water samplings, etc.
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Fisica/bio-chimica

Meteo-marittimi 

Access to data, key point for research and marine 

management (from climate change to blue growth)

OGS data infrastructure is articulated in three disciplinary sectors:

• Oceanography

• Bathymetry and sea seismological data

• Seismic ground and geodetic

The information system is integrated into European networks 

(EMODNet, SeaDataNet)
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 Interaction land-sea with an integrated approach for costal 

management and offshore development;

 Cross-cutting disciplines;

 Second level master on specific topic related to Blue Growth;

 Involvement of private sectors and industries;

 Importance of the international component;

 Dialogue and science diplomacy. 
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Within the framework of the BLUEMED initiative



OGS-Explora
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